



Core Medicare Rx Card Cheat Sheet

Effective January 1, 2006, the outpatient prescription drug benefits under the Core Medicare plans (CA and NM) will change to a card program.  The following chart shows the highlights of the 2005 (old) and the 2006 (new) benefits.
Core Medicare Plans (CA & NM)
	Plan Benefit
	2005
	2006

	Calendar Year Deductible
	Medical/prescription drug deductible combined 
(CA $200, NM $300)
	No deductible for prescription drugs

	Type of Benefit
Network & Non-Network Providers
	No network

Member pays for drugs and submits claim forms
	Network Provider:  Member uses card program and pays appropriate copay or the actual cost of the drug (whichever is less) at time of purchase.  
Non-Network Provider:  Member pays full amount for prescription and submits a claim form for reimbursement (based on copay amount plus any amounts exceeding the allowed amount).  See plan booklet for more details and web site for claim form.

	California Retail:  
Member pays 
	20% of retail price after plan deductible
	$15 generic
$25 brand
$40 non-formulary
30-day supply

	California Mail Order:  Member pays
	Not available
	$30 generic
$50 brand
$80 non-formulary
90-day supply

	New Mexico Retail:  Member pays 
	20% of retail price after plan deductible
	$15 generic
$30 brand
$45 non-formulary
30-day supply

	New Mexico Mail Order:  Member pays
	Not available
	$30 generic
$60 brand
$90 non-formulary
90-day supply

	Formulary
	No formulary
	See web site for formulary list.

	GenericSelect Program
	Not applicable
	Program waives the pharmacy drug copay on the first prescription of select generic drugs through the Blue Cross retail network and the first copay through mail order, Precision Rx.  Through GenericSelect, members can get up to a 4-MONTH supply of medication for a $0 copay!   See web site for more information.  

	Preauthorization
	Not applicable
	For certain drugs, the member must contact Blue Cross for preauthorization before pur-chase of the drug. See the web site for drugs requiring preauthorization and procedures.
Preauthorization requests will be accepted AFTER December 20, 2005.

	Annual out-of-pocket maximum
	Medical/prescription drug combined maximum of $2,260
	Separate $1,000 out-of-pocket maximum for prescription drugs


Additional notes for the new Core Medicare Rx card program
· Medicare members will NOT need to enroll in a non-University Medicare Part D plan.  The plan member will be group-enrolled in Medicare Part D coverage if the member is enrolled in Medicare Part A and/or Part B.  (If a member enrolls in a non-University Part D plan, the member will lose UC-sponsored coverage.) 

· The member will NOT need to pay a separate Part D premium, nor will the member need to make assignment to the plan.
· The California Core Rx copayments match those of the California PLUS, PPO, and High Option plans.

· The New Mexico Core Rx copayments match those of the UnitedHealthcare plans.

· Mail order provides a three-month supply for two retail copayments.
· Sexual dysfunction drugs are not covered.
· While most members will see substantial savings, a very few members may experience an increased cost because they are currently using a non-formulary drug.
· Plan members will have two (2) ID cards:  one for medical benefits and one for prescription drugs

More Information 

Information about the Core Medicare Rx card program will be provided to plan members in the Open Enrollment publications and the November New Dimensions newsletter.  Blue Cross will mail a special letter to plan members in early December.  

Additional information can be found on the Internet, in Blue Cross publications, and/or requested over the phone.  See the following references:

· Blue Cross web site*:  http://www.bluecrossca.com/clients/uc.htm
· Blue Cross publications**:   Benefits Grids, Evidence of Coverage, Benefits Clarifications 
· Blue Cross customer service phone number:  (888) 209-7975
 * Core plan information should be posted on the web site by November 1, 2005.

** Core publications should be available on the web site by November 1, 2005.  Copies will also be 

available from the Blue Cross representatives at the Benefits Fairs.

The benefits of the University of California Core Medicare plans are provided through BC Life & Health Insurance Co.  
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